[Phagocytic reactivity of granulocytes in the peripheral blood of patients with multiple sclerosis and normal probands].
For estimation of phagocytic activity the uptake by granulocytes of heat-inactivated, opsonised yeast particles (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) was measured. Peripheral granulocytes of multiple sclerosis patients revealed an enhanced ability for phagocytosis in comparison to normal healthy controls, if tested with normal serum as opsonic source. An activated state of cells in multiple sclerosis is supposed. The selective influence on granulocyte phagocytosis of treatment by ultraviolet-irradiated blood in multiple sclerosis patients supports the view of altered reactivity of these cells in comparison to normal controls.